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Rottnest Island: potential geopark

Western Australia’s State Government has recognised the potential for geotourism to be
developed as a valuable tourism opportunity, with Rottnest Island the only location named as

a potential geopark location in WA's State Planning Strategy 2050.
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Stakeholder groups

Tourism Industry Governing Bodies Community Groups
e Business Owners e Rottnest Island Authority e Indigenous community
_ representatives
e Commercial Operators e Government Departments
e Conservation groups

e \olunteer Organisations
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Education

“That's where geotourism comes into
Its own, you can provide scientific
Information, but in a way that the
everyday person can understand, the
formation of the earth, and the

landforms”

-Community group stakeholder




Wider impact

Establishment of more geoparks Flow-on effects to other businesses

“Western Australia has unique opportunities that we are “If a tourist wants to come to Australia to go to

just not using yet for geotourism...I think this can be a Rottnest, that has obviously indirect benefits to

template f doing it in the Kimberley, Pilbara, Shark d
B airport, hotels, fall on effects cafes, restaurants

Bay, certainly Great Southern, Margaret River region too,
_ / etcetera”
you know, where we have fossils, coral reefs. | think that
we've really got to push ahead on this because if we're
going to get tourism to work for us, it is these niche

markets”

- Community group stakeholder - Tourism industry stakeholder




Cultural impact

\MES

WADJEMUP ABORIGINAL BURIAL GROUND - PLEASE RESPECT THIS SACRED SITE AND REMA“‘; ON.THE PATH AT ALLT

i > lie the unmarked graves of over 370 Abc The Whadjuk Traditional Owners, representative
L ISten for a moimen t' and b ‘Their stories :re forever fin| Aboriginal Groups from across the state, Rottnest
g they v from home. Betv Island Authority, Wadjemup Aboriginal Reference

See and understand. SWad)cmup ; prisof foratleast 3700 Aboriginal men Group, Rottnest Foundation and other partners.

——— B 2 ys from across Western Australia. Leaders, law. are working towards a culturally appropriate

Th e Spll' 4ts of e lan d mer s, fathers, brothers and sons were forced to acknowledgement of this site’s history. This is a
2 . . mmunities and families, Those who died on journey towards reconciliation and healing for the
jemup remain here amongst the trees. Their spirits physical and spiritual restoration of this place.

are speaking. Listen... 1t of thesland. The past is not buried.

\o“cryvis*_

IS
Ra 7T~EST . The Rottnest Island Authority respect the Whadjuk Noongar people as Traditional Custodians of Wadjemup
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“I think it's a huge opportunity for the island
to recognise what took place historically,
especially with the Indigenous culture, and

to use that for an educational perspective”

-Tourism industry stakeholder




Market demographics

Attraction during fringe times Types of visitors
“I know one of the issues [Rottnest] always e Pro-environmental visitors
struggled with was economic sustainability.
So that has more to do with not just the e H igh_va|ue tourist market

numbers but the distribution throughout the

year.”

-Governing body stakeholder




UNESCO label

Il

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization




Management

« Conflicting interests
“The way Rottnest sits is the Authority

* Red tape reports both to the tourism department,
Minister for Tourism, and Minister for
Environment, so you do have a lot of
coordination there, and a lot of different
interests, it is a bit tricky”

- Governing body stakeholder




Capacity concerns

Number of Visitors (million)

0.8m

0.7m

0.6m

0.5m

0.4m

0.3m

0.2m

0.1m

Total visitation 2013-2019*

[Source: RIA admission data]

201314  2014-15 2015-16  2016-17 2017-18

*Excludes trips made by RIA staff or volunteers

6.8%
year

2018-19

“During peak periods the island is really
under-serviced in terms of how many people
are there. It should be capped, while
Improvements need to be made to existing
Infrastructure ”

-Tourism industry stakeholder







Practical implications

Further geopark development
Identification of site challenges
Sustainable development opportunity
Domestic tourism post Covid-19
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