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A powerful new driver
of sustainable
regional development



http://www.unesco.org/science/earth/geoparks.shtml

Geoparks
are not
National Parks
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T Geoparks <=

UNESCO
Global
Geoparks

* A Geopark 1s a UNESCO initiative which
starts with geology and landscape to foster
sustainable regional economic development

» Geoparks foster conservation, community
well-being and economic development


http://www.unesco.org/science/earth/geoparks.shtml

7  Geopark Essentials <=

UNESCO
Global
Geoparks

The five fundamental features of a
UNESCO Global Geopark are:

Geological heritage of international value
A clear boundary and good governance
Visibility - information and promotion
Networking — within the park and across
the global network

Geoparks are re-evaluated every 4 years
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http://www.unesco.org/science/earth/geoparks.shtml

Geoparks are powered by Geotourism

Geotourism
IS not Ecotourism
and It IS not
Geological Tourism



@ Geoparks & Geotourism

Geoparks
are the vehicle

Geotourism
IS the engine




Geotourism’s ‘ABC’

Abiotic — non living parts of the
environment  — earth geology
(landscape & landforms) and sky
(astrology & climate)

Biotic — the living parts of the
environment - both plants (flora) and
animals (fauna)

Culture — people past and present
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Supporting Geoparks, Geotourism and
Geotrails in Western Australia
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Levels of Geoparks
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UNESCO
Global
Geoparks

UNESCO Global Geoparks

[161 in 44 countries] cLoBAL
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As of Sep. 2014, 111 Geoparks in 32
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\7 Geoparks are vehicles for
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Economic growth

Job creation
Community well-being
Conservation

Tourism development
Educational links
Scientific research
Cultural revival

. Aboriginal enterprise
10 A global network
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Economic Benefits

Geoparks generate jobs, stimulate the economy
and contribute to regional development

An Economic Review of
the Irish Geoscience Sector

[ T—

prepared by
Indecon International Economic Consultants
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Geological Su
reaent Glaaisioetts
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Ireland

Mining the invisible gold — China’s approach to

managing gecheritage
by Dr Yousg Mp. Foundar ond Chalr, Tha Associofios for Geoconsarvation, Hong Kong: and Angus M. Roblsson
FhuslMM [CP), HerPoge Commities of Tha Ausivis

Introduction

Chinzse pemepton of ICKS can be
gquits varied. They can be regarded
23 raw materials t EOOSt Fustries
busimeEss  oppartunities,
Jebs and improve local
y. When berg expiosed,
they can pollute ground and surface
, sells and landscaps, co
cerits and satety conceme.
However, with the remarkabile
Industrial growth of Chira in recent
decades, demand for coal, minerals
and mefals are immense and
growng, a trend that wil continue
for many years 1o come. Mining is
experiencing such continual growsh
desgibe increasing enviconmental and
safety concemns.

Same mining sites can be regarded os
geological herfiage skes, particularty
when mining acthities have stoaped
ard changes ars made fo serve
tounsm ard sducational pUrposEs.
The Crinss= approach of transforming.
the ratural lancscape - ncluding
making usz of used mining stes —
Inta amcther type of gold mine for
long, term, sustainable cevelopmert
for the benefss of local communkies
needs i be undersiood. The
opportunity to encourage wistation
from overseas wisitors Iz clearly an
adational beredit.

Visible versus invisible

To mary Chinese, minerais are visible
goid' for ncusirics. However, they
bear imvisibde walues that are ofien
underestimaied or iotelly ignorsd
by local asthorities and  mining
companies. These Imwisitie wvalues,
It propery developed and mannged,
can create exira attraction &0 a place
and provide tremendous economic
and socisl berefhs 1o ool peopk,
Farticulany thoss In areas in & -
mining pencd.

02 | Docombor 33

Mines can be inforesting geclogical
sites Wih educational, scientfic and
cultursl valuss. Geclogcal fesbores
and processes are reconds of natural
stones of 8 gisce, & region and
the Eartn T stories shoukd
b= communicoted to k<al peaple
2nd visitors. through. geatourism. and
= et nieroretation system
compnsing:

= trained museum interpreters

understandable  and
atiractive pancis

= pubdcised materiss  such  As
uidebonks, brochures and keafists.

Both operting and disused mines
can be transformed imo tourism
stractions with special focus an
their mining history, methods and
geoiogy. By coing 5o, the mines will
sttract fourists to vis® and spend
extra time ard money, benefting
wocal busress.

Dosuzed mining = can als be

wsed B

= field study venues for schools and
unhersies

= sowenific study sies for research
Ingttue

* mussums.

Suitable sSes for these activities
are awvailzbée throughout China.
For example, Hu Nan Shichuyuan
Morderrous Metal Limited Liagaty
Corporation Is o lerge statecwned
enterprise that ks engeged in mining.
and smelting operations from the
Shizhuyuan mine which works the
iargest polymetalic tungsten skarmn
deposit in China. Regarded as the
*Museum of the Workd's Nonferrous
Miztals” by both Chiness and
oversens geoiogists, It k= one of the
rgest sssocited fluorite deposts
n China.

Managing the invis
gold mines

China is exger fo. identity the values
of dizused mires and tum them into
mires of invisible goid for sustsinatie
wses, Thers are obvicus advantsges
by domg so. Firsty, fowil uncover
the hdden valses of thess mines 1o
foster sconomic sotivities to Imorowve
weshood n areas particulary in the
Dost mining penDd. Secondl, It ams
=t upgracing the srvronment of minirg
towms by making them mone pleasant
to live theough better management
anad oomtrol. Thidly, It wil cevslop &
serse of piace and belonging to local
peopie by encouraging them to stay
behird to avod desertng the areas
after mining actvties have come 1o
an end.

The reported recentt slowdown of the
Chinese soonomy does not decelermie
the growth of domestic tourism
miarket. The market i expected 1o
be worth USEGAD belion by 2020
(Chinanews.com 2023}, The demand
for gualfy domsstic and cverseas
tounst destinations by young aveliers
and the new, affluent middie ciass
contirues o be strong.

China k= =nriohed with countiess
cultwal and Restorical hertages in
every part of the nation. Natural
= miring heritages, especally those
rewly estnblshed, require extenshe
romotion in order to compete. One
way of makrg them known b o
acquine recogrised. stetus such s
Mational Forks of China, Hational
Geoparks and National Mining Farks
or intemationsl brands such as
UNESCO's Workd Herfage ond Gickal
Geoparks.

8y associoting  and  kabedling
themseives with powerful national
and international  bramds,  the
outcome oan be quite remarkabie.

»

China
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NMA NO1 — Local communitics
have an impuctant (04 o play in
the management sod develop-
meal of geoparks, said experts ot
the second Asis-Pacific Geoparks
Netwark Symposivm held in HL
No1 vesserday.

The symposium’s (heme re-
volved around sustainable Jdevel-
opmuent wn the regina throueh the

yof geoparks, which se
defmed by UNESCE) a5 2 termiioey
encompassing oo¢ O more siles
of scientific importass, not oaly
loe zeozraphic reasuas, but alsn

by vittue of archasologicul, v~

logical or cultuca ] value.

Ping Vin Kurst Plateau
Goopark, lozated in U nunhern.
must provinee of Ha Giang. s the
first geopmk recoprised by the
Glohal Geupniks Network in Vi
Nom, ard alse the scoand geopark
in Noutheast Asia,

Accarding ta Dr Uha m Khai
Npoayca, Minister of Nalual Re
souccs and the Bavirenmont,
goncepls such ns peoparks,
geaherilage and geatounsm,
thongh relatively new, nnve al
ready uken shape and ar 3 stecag
treod in many sociehes.

According 10 Katherine Mulles
Marnin, Repooscalalive
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UNESCO Programs

Program Sites | Countries
@ World Heritage | 1121 167
+= Man and the 701 124
D -
o7 Biosphere
S UNESCOGlobal | 161 44

UNESCO Geoparks




Australia’s UNESCO Programs

Program Australia] WA
@ World Heritage 20 4
vBF  Man and the 10 1
£y Biosphere
S UNESCO Global 0 0
guesco Geoparks
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UNESCO Global Geopark status is awarded
to special places with internationally
important geology and outstanding natural
and cultural value.

Fundamentally,
UNESCO Global Geoparks
art avout peoplt and avout
UNESCO Global Geoparks highlight explorind and celebrating
the relationship between the geological the (inks bEtween our
heritage and all other aspects of the COMMUNILIES and

natural and cultural heritage. Global
Geoparks use their heritage to promote
.awareness of key issues facing society
in the context of the dynamic planet we
all live on. Global Geoparks promote
respect for the environment alongside

@ sustainable economic development.

151§

United Nations  + English Riviera
Educational, Scientificand - UNESCO
Cullurat Crganization .« Giohal Geopark




Museum

F}\awbovxc at Torq,uay
US LU

The most important find from Kents
Cavern, a human jawbone is currently
ondisphyatmem:set;reﬁhe -
museum was set u

sy Pb)' W

Occombe Farm

The mineral rich Permian rocks have
provided a legacy of rich, fertile red

soil. Open to the public Occombe
remains a workmg organic farm today.

Gardens

Roval Terrace Gardens

Museum

haaha Chrigt-

The sheer cliff is the face of a major

faultiine, the Sticklepath fault. that

runs across Devon. Here it emerges
mdhendsoutmm

3i501>s Tower

Separated from the sea by sait
marsh and dunes the oldest Saxon
of Paignton develo 1.5km
m Sa!tlgn made%elg town
the most prosperous in the area.

Tower

World famous crime writer Agatha
Christie was born in Torquay and
spent many of the most important
chapters of her life here, as well

as using real places in the area as
settings for her renowned murder

mysteries.

Roundham Head

The diagonal patterns in the
sandstone here are evidence of
270 million year old sand dunes.

Head

Church

Torre Abbey

Built using considerable amounts
of stone from the very headland
it overlooks, the historic Abbey’s
story began in | 196 when the
sheltered aspect. rich fertile land
and proximity to the sea provided
all the Premonstratensian Canons
needed.

www.torre-abbey.org.uk
Tel: 01803 293593
Postcode:TQ2 5)X

Reach Outdoors at
the Seashore Centre

Courtyard

.

Cockington Court

Safely out of sight from invaders,
the ancient Saxon settlement of
Cockington developed in a fertile
valley set back from the sea. The
traditional thatched village and
manor house today reflect rural
traditions and creative crafts

www.cockingtoncourtorg
Tel: 01803 607230
Postcode:TQ2 6XA

Oyster Cove

Research
Centre

A special geological feature is

Cove
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Langkawi UNESCO Global Geopark, Malaysia
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Activity and Attraction
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2018 — The Business of Geoparks Workshop, Perth

ess & Law

or teaching qu
= from o wide range

5

v in Business

MURCHISON GEO REGION
Geotourism ass

Vast anclent and piduresque,

Karen Morrissey



Australia’s Asplrlng Geoparks
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Margaret River A, UStaTlME
Margaret River

Serving the region since 1903

& facebook co
m/AMRTimes v a
@AMRTimes & 63321130 &0 amrtimes.com.au @ A West Australian Newspapers publication

Many gigs

Dallas Royal to go
on national tour

PAGE 10

Shire eyes geopark status

® Warren Hately president Julia Meldrum has dis- increase focus on the region’s envi- visitors can experience the region.  investigation bec
cussed the project with Noosa’s ronment (see page 5), cementing “MRBTA views this as an impor- creased council

The Shire of Augusta-Margaret mayor, and the Margaret River- MargaretRiverasageoparkwould tanj: project, as a strong regional “Thebramﬂligand
River is eyeing the chance to have Busselton Tourism Association is help guide tourism growth, they rrative ha :thgpo:te_nﬁaltohq_lp the area with
the region declared a UNESCO bio- one of the local groups driving the say. . > dev e] ¢ eminder to ¢
sphere reserve. project. “While becoming a geopark is
Councillors recently reviewed MRBTA co-chief executive Shar- certainly an aim of the association,
detaips _about I}toosa‘ UNESCO -na Kearpey said the UNESCO Geo- it is really about doing a better a
“-AdgustarMargaretRiver-TFimes-28:Sgpteniber2018,
gered a rethiink about how the pdp- year's nature- ased tourisSm strat- ‘ '
ular Queensland location deals egy. is to develop this 1 J’
. 2 e m AT YAWIIA R AL rine T ana] R




Murchison GeoRegion & Aspiring Geopark
Launched 18 September 2020

E 5N ——————
u Q GEOPARKS|wa 5
v o

I . u ' O
J ri c h | S 0 n Supporting Geoparks, Geotourism and L,
Geotrails in Western Australia mu r =il

WESTERN A ”4’

28



TChe AN est
Aunstralian

Two Page Spread in The West Australian
6 September 2020
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STEPHEN SCOURFIELD looks at
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A Nationwide ABC TV News
3 October 2020

Vince jones

orgen jensen
j ge l Badimia Land Aboriginal Corporation

Mt Magnet Shire President

Paul Jones i T Prof. Ross Dowling

Pastoralist 41 i34 Edith Cowan University




Conclusions

- Geoparks drive sustainable regional development

- Thelr aim Is to sustainably ‘add value’ to local or regional
communities

- This value should be easily measured through economic
Indicators such as jobs and revenue generation

* \We need geoparks in Australia
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THE END

Ross Dowling
r.dowling@ecu.edu.au
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