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International Geotourism Development
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GeoRegions and Geoparks

“ GEOPARKS|WA 2. Aspiring Geopark
“ GEOPARKS 3. Australian Geopark
iL 4. UNESCO Global Geopark
UNESCO GLOBAL
Global GEOPARKS
Geoparks NETWORK



https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
http://www.unesco.org/science/earth/geoparks.shtml

GeoRegions and Geoparks
are powered by Geotourism

Geotourism
IS not Ecotourism
and It IS not
Geological Tourism



Geotourism’s ‘ABC’

Abiotic — non living parts of the
environment -  earth geology
(landscape & landforms) and sky
(astrology & climate)

Biotic — the living parts of the
environment - both plants (flora) and
animals (fauna)

Culture —people past and present
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Supporting Geoparks, Geotourism and

Geotrails in Western Australia

KS|WA

~ www.geoparkswa.com.au

GEOPARKS|WA
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The Murchison GeoRegion & Aspiring Geopark
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2 wigie Mia
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4. afghan Rock
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12 The Amphithearre
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1. Wooleen Lake
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16. London Bridge

7. The Brewery

18.  Shoemaker Crager
19, Jokers Tunnel

20. Dalgaranga Crarer
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2009 — FACET’s Mount Magnet Conference

Forum
Advocating
Cultural &
Eco
Tourism

Registration

FACET Regional Tourism Conference

Outback Tourism -
Delivering a Unique Experience

Sunday 18" to Wadnesday 21

October, 2009

Mount Magnet and the Murchison Begion
Western Australia
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GOLD BATTERY
|

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Patrick Maher s a senlor geologlst with
C5A Global and has ower 15 years

experience working as a geologist and as
a project leader for community
gecheritage and geotourism groups in
Irefand and Australia.
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2010 — Mount Magnet Tourism Framework

Mount Magnet Tourism Framework 2010-2013

Mount Magnet
Tourism Framework
2010-2013

Prepared by
FACET
Forum Advocating Cultural & Eco Tourism Inc

Sponsored By: FACET Partners:

T UI:‘In-

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

( 'Jf'»“l‘ \‘) Department o
g \\ien/

f
SNIS% OF \ Environment and Conservation
MOUNT MAGNET =

@

Framework Action Plan
Section 2 - Industry Profitability

Focal Points
To seek a widespread distribution of economic and social benefits from
tourism throughout Mount Magnet.

Local Prosperity: To maximise the contribution of tourism to the
prosperity of Mount Magnet and to increase proportion of visitor spending
retained locally.

Economic Viability: To ensure the viability and competitiveness of Mount
Magnet’s tourism products, to enable them to prosper and deliver benefits
in the long term.

Employment Quality: To strengthen the number and quality of local jobs
created by tourism in Mount Magnet.

Goal
Returns in the tourism industry must allow for re-investment and growth.

By Whom Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
y 2010-11 | 2011-12 | 2012-13

TAC, Station
Action 2a.1. Develop and promote an Outback O\{\/r,mers,
Hosoitality Trail Australia’s Golden
RitERy ol Outback, TWA/
AGO, MWDC

Action 2a.2. With a focus on Mount Magnet Mining
Heritage develop and improve interpretation of sites
along existing trails and in gold prospecting areas,
and develop a promotional strategy for increased
visitation.

Mount Magnet

Mines Office,

Shire Tourism
Officer, TWA/AGO




2015 — Mid West Development Commission Blueprint

¥

oA - Mid West REGIONAL
@ COMMISSION

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A 2050 growth and development strategy for an
intergenerational, global, innovative and dynamic
Mid West region that attracts and retains talent
and investment

AUGUST 2015




2017 - Murchison GeoRegion Workshop
f Mount Magnet
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2018 - Murchison Shire Meetings

2500 km In 5 days speaking to 7 Council meetings
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2019 - Murchison GeoRegion

Site Identification

CREATIVE SPACES

MURCHISON GEOREGION

Tourism Product Case Studies
s S AN
"“(-'::r-an'"" o m 2 msued 1 May 2015
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2020 - Informed the Com

Morchison commnily update
June 2020

= murchison
Se0reglion _gunttnd
WESTEEN AUSTEALIA g -ﬁ- ;M

The Murchison GeoRegion is Australia's first major geotourism development

The Murchison GeoRegion hamesses the subregion's incredible geclogy, natural landscapes,

blodiversity (flora and fauna) as well as culture {Aboriginal and non Abaoriginal) to offer unique
experiences toa growing national and intemational geotourism market worth millions of dodlars.

The GeoRegion conneds 21 key geclogical sites across the seven Murchison local govemment
areas to draw people into each community, providing new markets and opportunties for local

people (particularly Abariginal people), businesses, schools and community groups.

The conceptwas first identified at a FACET (tourism) conference in Mount Magnet (2009) and was
formalisad in 2014 [ 15via the MidWest Regional Blueprint and Mid West Tourism Development
Strategy. Through engagernent and corsultation throughout the Murchison, geotourism was
confirmed by local people as a significant future economic development apportunity.

The seven Murchison local governments drove this project collaboratively, with suppaort from
external agencies and stakeholders. All saven Coundls have endorsed the Murchison GeoRegion,
that is the Shires of Cue, Meekatharra, Mount Magnet, Murchison, Sandstone, Wiluna and Yalgoo.
Orgarisations and residents across the Murchison region have shared their expertise and materials.

Through 2019 and 2020, stage 1 of the Murchison GeoRegion project was developed. This comprises
consistent branding and designs, site research, brochures, an app and a website. These will be
released once inter- regional borders are relsed, following the lift of COVID-19 restrictions.

‘With regional and intrastate tourism expeded to see significant growth in the near future, this
presenits a wonderful appartunity for Murchison businesses to leverage off something new and
unigue, which is now ready for bunch. Once interstate and intemational borders are relaxed,
Murchison businesses could be well positioned to continue that growth

Anopportunity and challenge now exists for businesses to develop new ideas, attractions and
tourist packages (fours etc) based on geotourism. Having a plan for recovery, buile on new product
offerings and markets, makesa lot of sensa forall regional businessas.

e stages of the projactare expedied to include the following.

For more Infermation, please contact your local government or visit wuww.murchisongeoregion.com

munity
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FRIDAY
18 SEPTEMBER 2020

Mount Magnet Anzac Memorial Hall - 10.00am - 1.30pm
The Granites - 1.30pm - 2.30pm

Official Launc
Friday 18 September 2020

Astrophotography field visit
to “The Granites”
Mount Magnet.

Friday, 18 September 2020
8pm — 10pm

Hosted by Dr John Goldsmith / www _celestialvisions.com_au
Sponsored by Shire of Mount Magnet

Important event information and RSVP deétails' (see next page)

Evening field trip, meet 8pm, 18 September 2020, at ANZAC HALL. Mount Magnet.
Seif drive departure (in convoy) approx. 8 15pm to The Granites, Mount Magnet.
Feeld astrophotography from approx. 8.30pm o 10pm.




Jorgen Jensen
President, Shire of Mount Magnet
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Dr Alan Briggs — President, Geoparks WA
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Supporting Geoparks, Geotourism and
Geotrails in Western Australia

“region

AUSTRALLA
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murchison
georegion

WESTREEN AUSTRALIA

The Murchison GeoRegion Trail Guidebook

Trail Guidebook

e

8. Peace Gorge

Rd, 3km west of | Latitude -26.582863 , Longitude: TIB4T721

Peace Gorge's scartered piles of golden granite boulders have
made It a special place for locals and visitors alike.

Camping

Once called the Devil's Playground, these stunning rock formations slored
and large boulders were chosen as the site of a picnic that o faites)
celebrated the end of World War One. Since then it has been known

as Peace Gorge.

It's not just a popular spot for visitors but also for birds such

as honeyeaters, thornbills and emus, as well as geckos, lizards and
kangaroos. They are drawn here for the food and shelter available
from a wide variety of acacia and eremophila, but you'll be drawn
to the tranquil surroundings and the stunning view, particularly

at sunset.

14. Wooleen Lake

stand on the shores of one of Australia’s few Inland
freshwarer lakes.

The release of geological stress along the Mount Narryer fault
some 60.000 years ago altered the flow of the Murchison, Roderick
and Sanford Rivers, leading to the creation of Wooleen Lake

This 5500-hectare land system receives water on average only
once every four years, fills once every 10 years and overfills once
every 30 years.

Over 140 bird, 60 reptile, 14 mammal, four fish and six frog species
are known to visit Wooleen Station and Wooleen Lake for food,
water, shelter and breeding The lake is also sacred to the Wajarri
Yamatji and it is part of a songline, which also includes the
Murchison River, Errabiddy Bluff and Budara Rock.

Mount Magnet Tourist Drive, 8km north of Mount Magret | Latitude: -27.098972, Longitude: 117.81547

12. The Amphitheatre
This beautiful ridge of granite soars above the surrounding
landscape and Is particularly beautiful in the glow of sunser.

Weather and erosion have worn parts of the granite rock away

to create the caverns and caves. These shelters have provided a safe
haven for countless animals over thousands of years including ones
that have become extinct such as the Lesser Stick-nest Rat.

No
camping

There is evidence to suggest the amphitheatre was the site of an
ancient waterfall The unusual ‘dip’ in front of the rock face is not
seen at other eroding breakaways, suggesting the presence of large
volumes of water over time.

Agnew-Sandstone Rd, 6km south-east of Sandstone | Latitude: -28.011586, Longitude: 119313728

16. London Bridge

Come see this spectacular natural stone bridge - before It falls down. .

London Bridge has been a popular destination for more than

100 years as visitors come to admire its unique shape. Back in the
early days of Sandstone's founding. the bridge was wide enough
for a horse and buggy to cross. However, erosion and weathering
continue to wear away the laterite and eventually the bridge

will tumble.

London Bridge is part of a larger rock formation that stretches
for about 800m that varies in height from 3-10m.




The Murchison GeoRegion App

. Murchison GeoRegion

Specialist Apps Ltd Travel & Local

[3¢]

X This app is incompatible with your device

[*] Add to wishlist

murchison
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The Granites, Badamia Country




~ Little Martin Way >
‘i Picnic Arear

< George Road

Picnic Area
[/
k/ Walking Trail

..'P-c Picnic Area

< Exit

To Great Northern Hwy
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Two Page Spread in The West Australian
6 September 2020
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Jorgen fonm
Mt Magnet Shire President

Nationwide ABC TV News

3 October 2020

Vince jones
Badimia Land Aboriginal Corporation

Paul Jones
Pastoralist

Prof. Ross Dowling

Edith Cowan University
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Promoting the ‘ABC’ of the Murchison
GEOLOGY & ASTRONOMY

[

Abiotic £ 1\ BiuoNYEAR OLD ROCKS,
\ \  STUNNING NIGHT SKIES
Impressive opportunities exist to
experience geology and astronomy
throughout the Gascoyne Murchison.

The bright wide skies and geological
marvels offer adventure at every turn.

AMAZING CARPETS

OF WILDFLOWERS

Biotic

/& WILDFLOWER TRAILS

There are more than 12,000 species of wildflowers in WA, making it
the world's largest collection of wildflowers. It's a staggering sight to
behold, and you can witness carpets as far as the eye can see in the
Gascoyne Murchison. Blooms start as early as late July. Contact local
visitor centre to get exact locations of the best germinations. Blooms

last throughout September.

Cultural

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN COUNTRY

The oldest culture in the world, on the oldest landscape
on earth, the Gascoyne Murchison is both ancient and
timeless. Here, it is possible to seek out rock artwork
earlier than those found in other parts of the world,
taking us back to a time past - of Aboriginal peoples
swho walked this land before written history. Indlgenous Art Eens




[A] - Rocks

ART GALLERY

The Murchison
GeoRegion’s
‘ABC’

MOUNT /1)
MAGNETAu-od

CELEBRATING AWESOME NIGHT SKY
. AND ANCIENT ROCKS ’
IN THE MURCHISON GEO REGION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A WEEKEND OF ASTRO & GEO ROCKS PRESENTATIONS, SCIART, CANVAS
AND QUILT EXHIBITIONS, MARKETS, FIELD TRIPS, TOURS, WORKSHOPS,
DEMONSTRATIONS, BLESSING OF THE ROADS CAR PARADE,

Am Hoas Fasl events are free entry and strictly no alcohol
www.mtmagnet-astrorocks.com « www.mimagnet.wa.gov.au * i@mtmagnet-astrorocks

Events
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GeoRegion Merchandise
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The Murchison Aspiring Geopark
1. The Murchison GeoRegion is now established

2. It I1s the start of a regional development journey

3. The end point will be the creation of a UNESCO
Global Geopark

SHIRE OF

GOLDEN OUTBACK

iday Planner 2020

SHIRE OF

N
s
EDGE OF THE DESERT

GEO REGION
- STARITS
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Pukurlarrinpalatjungku!

Welcome - we are

, ha to see you!
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https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
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The Murchison GeoRegion, Western Australia

THE END

Please keep In touch about this project
Ross Dowling - r.dowling@ecu.edu.au
Wendy Dowling - dowling.w@outlook.com
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