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International Geotourism Development

Muscat, Oman, 2010 Zhejiang, China, 2014

Shakhrisabz, Uzbekistan, 2019Fish River Canyon, Namibia, 2017
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1. GeoRegion

2. Aspiring Geopark

3. Australian Geopark

4. UNESCO Global Geopark

GeoRegions and Geoparks

https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
http://www.unesco.org/science/earth/geoparks.shtml
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Geotourism
is not Ecotourism

and it is not
Geological Tourism 

GeoRegions and Geoparks 
are powered by Geotourism
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Abiotic – non living parts of the

environment – earth geology

(landscape & landforms) and sky

(astrology & climate)

Biotic – the living parts of the

environment - both plants (flora) and

animals (fauna)

Culture –people past and present

Geotourism’s ‘ABC’
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The Murchison GeoRegion & Aspiring Geopark



7

2009 – FACET’s Mount Magnet Conference
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2010 – Mount Magnet Tourism Framework
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2015 – Mid West Development Commission Blueprint
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2017 - Murchison GeoRegion Workshop
Mount Magnet
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2018 - Murchison Shire Meetings
2500 km in 5 days speaking to 7 Council meetings

Meekatharra

Sandstone

Murchison

Yalgoo Mount Magnet Wiluna

Cue
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2019 - Murchison GeoRegion
Site Identification
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2020 - Informed the Community
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Official Launch
Friday 18 September 2020
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Jorgen Jensen

President, Shire of Mount Magnet
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Dr Alan Briggs – President, Geoparks WA
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The Murchison GeoRegion Trail Guidebook
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The Murchison GeoRegion App
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Geological Attractions - London Bridge
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Walga Rock
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Orbicular Granite
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Peace Gorge
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The Launch Fieldtrip – Badamia Country
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The Granites, Badamia Country
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Signage
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28Photo: Richard Manser
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Two Page Spread in The West Australian
6 September 2020



30

Nationwide ABC TV News
3 October 2020
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Promoting the ‘ABC’ of the Murchison

Abiotic

Biotic

Cultural



32

Events

[A] - Rocks

[B] - Wildflowers

[C] - Art

The Murchison 

GeoRegion’s

‘ABC’



33Banner at Visitor Centre
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GeoRegion Merchandise
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1. The Murchison GeoRegion is now established

2. It is the start of a regional development journey

3. The end point will be the creation of a UNESCO 

Global Geopark

The Murchison Aspiring Geopark

https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
https://www.tourism.wa.gov.au/Publications%20Library/About%20Us/Two%20Year%20Action%20Plan.PDF#page=9
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The Murchison GeoRegion, Western Australia

THE END

Please keep in touch about this project

Ross Dowling - r.dowling@ecu.edu.au

Wendy Dowling - dowling.w@outlook.com


