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Changes in the state of Great Barrier Reef tourism 
from 2013 to 2017, and challenges for its future
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$5.7B annual economic contribution

58,980 FTE jobs
(Deloitte Access Economics, 2017)



Maps from ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies
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from the Bureau of Meteorology

http://www.bom.gov.au/cyclone/history/debbie17.shtml
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Source: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority ïEnvironmental Management Charge visitation data

http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/visit-the-reef/visitor-contributions/gbr_visitation/numbers

Marine Park tourist visitation ï11 years to June 2018
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National & international media reporting

Original article: Outside Online 
https://www.outsideonline.com/2112086/obituary-great-barrier-reef-25-million-bc-2016
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5  | Changes in the state of GBR tourism from 2013 to 2017  



SELTMP ςsampling in 2013 & 2017

Cooktown

Port Douglas
Cairns

Mission Beach

Townsville/Magnetic Island

Ayr, Bowen

Airlie Beach/Whitsundays

Mackay

Gladstone

Bundaberg

Rockhampton, Yeppoon

2013:

2877 tourists in region

3182 coastal residents

2002 online Australians

211 commercial fishers

119 tourism operators

___________________

= 8391 respondents

2017:

1804 tourists in region

1933 coastal residents

1028 online Australians

91 commercial fishers

94 tourism operators

___________________

= 4950 respondents

Survey locations:



Tourists in the GBR region: 2013 & 2017 samples


