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Essential Evolution

• Ecotourism has always been at the cutting edge 
of sustainability, visitor experience and 
connections to community.

• There are two aspects to Essential Evolution: 

– Evolving the practices of ecotourism to stay 
at the cutting edge; and

– Advocating for the sustainability practices of 
ecotourism to be taken up by the wider 
tourism industry – particularly in this era 
where actions related to climate change are 
urgent. 



Essential Evolution

• Global Eco Asia-Pacific focuses on the evolving role 

of ecotourism in a world challenged on so many 

fronts. Ecotourism is playing an even more 

important role in economic development, good 

conservation outcomes, and cultural understanding.



Essential Evolution

• Located in Cairns we are flanked by two World 

Heritage Areas, the Great Barrier Reef and the 

Wet Tropics of Queensland. 

• Arguably Australia, and  this region in 

particular, contains the largest concentration, 

and highest economic value of ecotourism on 

the planet. We have much to learn from this 

region. 

• But ecotourism everywhere must be dynamic, 

must evolve and must lead. 



Diversity of the delegation 

• 220 Delegates

• 15 Nations 



Origin of Delegates 



Delegates by Sector 



Delegates by Role  



Delegates by Gender  



Speakers by Gender  



Global Eco Conference 
Committee

• Chair: Innes Larkin (EA Director)

• Rod Hillman (EA)

• Daniel Gschwind (QTIC)

• Fiona Wright (DES)

• Timothy Hortz (DITID)

• Darren Scott (DITID)

• David Morgans (TEQ)

• Tony Charters AM (Convenor)

• Rosie Douglas (TTNQ)

• Tara Bennett (TTNQ)

• Alysia Brandenburg (EA Director)

• Lina Cronin (EA)

• Mette Nielsen (Conference Coordinator) 



Host Sponsors 



Supporters



International Keynote Supporter



Wifi and # tag

• Follow the conversation at #globaleco19

• Connect to WiFi:

Name: Pullman Conference 
Wireless

Next Step: Open browser, click 
‘visitor’ button      

Password: globaleco



Welcome to the 27th Global Eco Asia-

Pacific Conference 

Cairns!


