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Background

Protected Areas
• Principal global strategy for conservation of nature
• Long standing interest in understanding and
enhancing the effectiveness of management
Standards and Certification for protected areas
•
World Parks Congress – Durban 2003
•

Workshop on options for certification of protected
areas
Workshop on global standards for PA management

•

Tourism and protected areas
•
WCPA
•
•
•

Best Practice Guidelines on Sustainable tourism in
protected areas – Eagles et al.
Tourism and PAs Specialist Group (Anna Spenceley)

Certification initiatives
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Tourism and protected areas
Certification initiatives
•
Certification of operators
•

Permit programs linked to eco-certification
•
•

•

(GBRMPA High Standard Tourism Operators,
Queensland Eco and Sustainable Tourism (QuEST)

Protected area certification programs
•
•

•
•
•

•

PAN Parks
European Diploma of Protected Areas
EUROPARC programme "Transboundary Parks Following Nature's design"
Certification of IUCN PA category assignment
IUCN Green List proposal
Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS)

IUCN Green List of Protected
Areas
•

•
•
•

•

Not focussed on tourism but on
overall management of a
protected area
Management of tourism is
considered where relevant
Not about significance of the site
Intended for global application
Voluntary process – partnership
between IUCN and protected area
managers (agency, site, private or
community)

Origins of the concept

Green List

Widespread adoption of Protected Area
Management Effectiveness (PAME)
assessment
• Proposals and discussion of PA certification
• Perception that PAME can tend to focus on
sites that need improvement
• Former President of IUCN floated the idea of
a Green List at WPC+5 meeting
• Discussions at World PA leadership Forum
and workshop on concept in Granada
• Concept paper developed
• Pilot study completed
• Launch of concept at WPC here in Sydney
•
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Pilot Studies

Green List

•

Colombia

•

South Korea

•

Australia (New South Wales)

•

Kenya

•

France

•

Spain

•

Italy

•

China

•

Tiger Reserves (with WWF)
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Who would be interested in the Green List?
 Managers (on-ground and higher level management)
 Government and politicians
 IUCN and intergovernmental conservation community
 Funding agencies
 National, Local and International NGO’s
 Communities and Indigenous peoples
 Businesses – especially tourism industry and operators
 Visitors
 Scientists
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International recognition – reward for effort and recognition of
innovation and achievement
Provide clearer and more explicit set of standards for management
Benchmarking and an incentive to improve and maintain standards
National profile for the PA can bring enhanced political support for
management
Achieving IUCN Green List status can
 add credence to PA management requests
 Increase motivation of senior staff and rangers
 Recognise that efforts with local communities are demonstrably achieving

results


Project development opportunities – a well managed PA is better able
to articulate needs
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Reward and encourage enabling policies and
investments in protected area systems
Raise profile of agency or department and encourage
further support for PAs in their jurisdiction
Provide assurance that values of listed PA are intact
Encourage investment in programs and policies that
measure and enhance Management Effectiveness
Provide positive contribution to CBD and national
reporting (especially Target 11)
Tourism promotion – letting visitors know that their
choice of destination meets international standards of
management
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Green List

The IUCN Green List of Protected
Areas
Objectives
1. Establish and improve standards for
protected area management in
accordance with CBD Target 11
(effectively and equitably managed);
2. Encourage, recognize and measure
progress, celebrate success, innovation
and endeavour in protected area
management;
3. Share good practice in all aspects of
protected area management.

16

IUCN Green List of
Protected Areas
(GLPA)

The IUCN Green List Overview
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The IUCN Green List Process

IUCN Green List
•

•

•

Importance of credibility of list –
especially important that key values are
effectively “intact”
Need for common international
standards but recognition that these need
to be interpreted in regional and national
context
Need to have good management overall,
but could also recognise excellence or
innovation in a particular area (or for
particular species)
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The IUCN Green List Process
GLPA Listing
Decision
Nomination by
RG
‘level of performance’

IUCN Green List

3

GLPA Standard

Continuous
improvement

2

Registration

1

Registration Level

Time

4
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IUCN Green List

The IUCN Green List Process

• ‘Pillars’
• Criteria

Global

• Indicators + means of verification
•
Adaptable
•
•

Provision for global consistency as
well as jurisdiction level flexibility.

Pillars
• Global, no adaptation
Criteria
• Global, limited adaptation
Indicators
• Jurisdictions have option
to develop adapted set of
indicators if desired and
resources available, within
limits specified at global
level
• A generic, ‘default’ set
prepared for use in absence
of jurisdiction level adapted
set
Means of verification
• Jurisdiction level means of
verification developed at
same time as sets of
jurisdiction level indicators
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IUCN Green List

The IUCN Green List Process

Pillar 4:
Impact

Successful
Conservation of
Natural Values

Social Equity

Pillar 1:

Pillar 2:

Pillar 3:

Designed to
protect

Equitable
Governance

Effectively
Managed

Compatibility with IUCN Protected Area Definition
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PILLAR 1:DESIGNED TO PROTECT
Green Listed Protected Areas have
clear, long-term conservation
goals, based on a sound
understanding of their natural
and social context
5 Criteria:
• Explicit goals (‘nominated values’)
are clearly defined and articulated
• The PA is well designed for the
long-term protection of the
nominated values
• Threats and challenges are
understood
• Social and economic impacts of PA
status are understood
• The PA has been legally and
equitably established

PILLAR 2: EQUITABLE
GOVERNANCE
Green Listed Protected Areas
demonstrate equitable governance

4 Criteria:
• Governance structure is clear, legal
and equitable
• Stakeholders participate in planning
• Governance and decision-making is
transparent and accountable
• Appropriate avenues exist to
resolve grievances
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PILLAR 3: EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT
Green Listed Protected Areas are
effectively managed

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

8 Criteria:
Long-term management planning exists
Appropriate management is taking
place
Social aspects are being well-managed
Threats are being addressed
Visitor management is appropriate
Objective measures of conservation
and social management success have
been defined
The achievement of the defined
objectives is monitored and evaluated
Management is not compromised by
inadequate resources

PILLAR 4: SUCCESSFUL OUTCOMES
Green Listed Protected Areas demonstrate
the successful conservation of nature and
contribute to a just world
3 Criteria:
• The defined thresholds of conservation
success are being achieved
• The defined thresholds for social
performance are being achieved
• In exceptional circumstances
outstanding dedication or innovation is
recognized, even though the defined
thresholds are not yet being achieved.
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IUCN Green List

Assurance Process

IUCN Green List

World Parks Congress
•

Pre-Congress RG workshop 9-10 Nov
•

•

To discuss revisions of assurance,
standard & criteria, & next steps post
Sydney

Presentation of Green List at WPC
•

Introduce
• Awards to PAs
• Recognition for RGs
• Commitment of new countries
•

Technical workshop 17 Nov Room 3A1
•

•

Discussion of Standard and Assurance

Drop in sessions in Protected Planet
Pavilion

Summary

The IUCN Green List of Protected Areas
– lessons for standards and certification
•

Getting the mix right is not easy
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sufficient and significant criteria
Relevant to context
Develops potential and encourages
improvement
Evidence-based assessment
Credible assurance process
Simplicity of process vs
comprehensiveness of assessment
Focus of benefits to parks and park
users

